
May New slet ter 2008 
 
Hi all, 
 
As part of the Brighton Festival Fringe line-up this month we have assembled a very 
special schedule of events and workshops:   
 
Our Writ e Club Training workshop series continues through May with some 
exciting new workshops.  We have a four-week course from Polly Tuckett and Tara 
Gould, creators of Short Fuse; a Crime Fiction workshop in Fabrica Gallery with 
Susannah Jones; one-day workshops for fledgling poets and novelists; and a 
workshop with Maggie Sawkins, of Tongues and Grooves in Portsmouth, on life-
writing.  Details are on our website: www.thesouth.org.uk.  Brighton Writers’ Centre 
has also just expanded its premises, so we’ve now got – what lots of you asked for – 
a whole new and much larger w orkshop space at 49 Grand Parade. 
 
This month we also have a crowded line-up of Poet ry South events.  First of all 
we have, on Thursday May 1st, the launch of John McCulloughÕs new collection 
The Lives of Ghosts.  Also reading that night will be Janet Sutherland and Helen 
Oswald; there will be space for open mic; and we’ll have music from Scenic Routes.   
 
On Monday 12th May another Poetry South night will be taking place – this one at the 
Quadrant Pub on Air Street: Fest ival Finnish, an international special for the 
Brighton Festival Fringe.  As part of our aim to bring poetry from different cultures to 
the region, we are presenting a night of Finnish poetry, read in the original and in 
translation. This is an important opportunity to catch a glimpse of contemporary 
Baltic poetry, with three renowned Finnish writers.  
 
We will also be hosting this month at Brighton Writers’ Centre a very special Poet ry 
Sout h Workshop – led by the man himself, Brendan Cleary.  This is a repeat of 
Brendan’s hugely successful six-week course which he staged here last year.  Places 
are limited to only 10 participants: so get in touch quickly to reserve your 
attendance!  (More details are included below.) 
 
And finally Writ e Club, our unique interactive discussion evening comes to the 
end of its first season this month.  Come along, if you haven’t yet, and get a taste of 
what it’s about; this month our topic is Life  Writ ing: What Õs t he Point ?  With 
speakers Bridget Whelan and John O’Donoghue, and refereed by our own axe-
wielding maniac, John Davies aka Shedman.  With interviews, debates, readings and 
slots for open-mic.  If you have a piece of life writing of your own you'd like to read 
out or would like to read from another work that has caught your attention please 
bring it along and sign up for an open spot.. 
 
For information about all our activities and opportunities for your greater 
involvement please see our website www.thesouth.org.uk or if you have any other 
questions give Cara or me a call.   
 
Best wishes 
 
Nathan O’Donnell 
Project Co-ordinator 
nathan@thesouth.org.uk  
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� PROJECTS 
 
The High  Weald Forest  Ridge  Proj ect  
Are you a creative writer based around the area of the Weald Forest Ridge, bordered 
by Tunbridge Wells, Crowborough, Uckfield, Horsham and Crawley?  Or have you 
found this area, the old forest areas in particular (St Leonards, Worth, Ashdown and 
Waterdown), a source for your ideas?  An inspiration?  We are currently seeking, as 
part of a long term creative writing project in this area, to make contact with local 
writers and those whose work has been generated out of the Forest Ridge.  If you’d 
like to get in touch please email Nathan at: nathan@thesouth.org.uk 
 
Creat ing t he Map 
As part of our LIPS (local information providers) initiative we are creating a unique 
‘map’ of all poetry groups, circles and collectives in the south of England. We want to 
find out where and when you meet, what you do, if you have a ‘house style’ and any 
other details you can give us. Please get in touch and tell us about what you’re 
doing. Email Tom Cunliffe at tom@thesouth.org.uk. We’ll be doing the same for 
other writers in due course 
 
 

� WRI TE CLUB TRAI NI NG 
WRI TI NG WORKSHOPS AT THE SOUTH 
 
 
Writ ing Out  Loud w it h Polly Tucket t  and Tara Gould, Tuesdays fr om 
6t h Ð 27t h May (4 w eeks) , 7 Ð 9 pm at  Br ight on Writ ersÕ Cent re 
£44/£40 concs, Friends of THE SOUTH £40/£36 conc 
 
With the growing number of short story festivals, flash fiction competitions, and live 
lit nights cropping up in the South East and nationally, there is now a greater 
opportunity for developing writers to ‘exhibit’ or ‘perform’ their work. Putting work 
out there in this way can be a route to gaining the recognition and encouragement 
necessary to persevere in what can often feel like a solitary and hidden occupation.  
This four week workshop is aimed at people who are interested in taking their work 
to an audience, and seeks to help develop their writing skills on the page, as well as 
the production of a short story that works well off the page too!  Polly Tuckett and 
Tara Gould, directors of Short Fuse, a successful and increasingly popular monthly 
short fiction night held at Brighton’s Komedia, will be running this innovative course 
 
Tara Gould has taught creative writing for CCE at Sussex University, and privately 
since 2000. She has won two awards for her short fiction and has had two plays on 
BBC Radio 4. After a degree in theatre she completed an MA in Art, Education and 
Creative Writing.  Polly Tucket t  has taught creative writing and writes for children 



and adults. She has been shortlisted for prestigious short fiction competitions and 
has had work published in writing magazines. 
 
 
Writ ing f rom Memory w it h Maggie Saw kins, Sat urday 10t h May, 12 -  
3 pm at  Br ight on Writ ersÕ Cent re 
£16/£15 concs, Friends of THE SOUTH £15/£14 concs 
 
All of us have a story to tell. We don’t need to have climbed Mount Everest or to 
have wrestled with a crocodile, we don’t need to have won an Olympic medal or 
have been born with a voice like Pavarotti’s. All lives are important - it is often the 
little things that are left untold that have mean the most.  But where do we start? 
How do we decide which bits to leave in and which to leave out? To write an account 
of every moment of our lives would be impossible.  Most autobiographies are 
selections and re-workings of truths. One way to begin is by sifting through our 
memories, by reliving moments from our past, by finding ways of recording. Of 
course our memory of an event may be entirely different from that of a sibling, a 
parent, or friend. But that’s what makes our stories unique, they carry our signature, 
they are our stories. 
 
Maggie Saw kins spent her childhood in Leigh Park, a large council housing estate 
north of Portsmouth.  She began writing poetry at the age of nine after being 
inspired by her head teacher.  Her first poems were published in Hampshire Poets 
when she was seventeen.  In 2004 Maggie co-founded the popular Tongues & 
Grooves Poetry and Music Club in Southsea where she now lives with her husband, 
younger daughter and a growing menagerie.  Flarestack published a pamphlet 
collection, Charcot’s Pet, in 2003.  The Zig Zag Woman (Two Ravens Press) is her 
first full collection.  
 
Crime Fict ion: w it h Susannah Jones, Wednesday 14t h May, 6 Ð 9 pm at  
Fabr ica Gallery, 40 Duke St reet  
£16/£15 concs, Friends of THE SOUTH, £15/£14 
 
In this three-hour workshop we will explore the narrative possibilities of the crime 
scene. Susanna Jones, crime novelist and experienced creative writing teacher, will 
lead you through exercises, feedback and discussion in response to Fabrica’s current 
exhibition, INDELIBLE: Every Contact Leaves a Trace. We will look at different ways 
of unravelling the story of a crime, ways of using physical evidence to generate 
narrative, how to create atmosphere, a sense of place and suspense. Through 
practical and stimulating exercises we will explore aspects of craft such as plotting, 
structure and pacing. We will also discuss the challenges and rewards of writing 
crime fiction, its enduring popularity, what makes a page-turner and the relationships 
between investigation and resolution, character and morality. The workshop will end 
with practical tips on how to take a rough draft and develop it into compelling, 
suspenseful fiction.  This workshop is suitable for beginners and experienced writers 
alike.  
 
Susanna Jones grew up in Yorkshire and lived for several years in Japan and Turkey 
before moving to Brighton in 2000. She has published three novels, The Earthquake 
Bird, Water Lily, and The Missing Person’s Guide to Love (all by Picador).  Her 
unconventional mysteries cross the boundary between literary fiction and crime 
fiction. Her work has been translated into twenty-two languages and has won the 



Crime Writers’ Association John Creasey Memorial Dagger, a Betty Trask award and 
the John Llewellyn Rhys Prize.  She teaches creative writing at Royal Holloway, 
London University. 
 
Connect ions, w it h Mandy Pannet t , Sat urday 17t h May, 10 am Ð 4 pm at  
Br ight on Writ ersÕ Cent re 
£32/£30 concs, Friends of the South £30/£28 concs 
 
During this one-day workshop you will discover all sorts of connections and 
associations between images, sounds, ideas, traditions, meanings, words and whole 
poems themselves. You will take part in collaborative and individual exercises and 
writing activities and will have several pieces of work in progress by the end of the 
day. It is intended that the workshop would be of interest to people at all levels of 
writing experience, especially fledgling poets or those who just want to take part and 
see what happens. The day will be hard work but also a lot of fun, exciting and 
stimulating.  
 
Mandy Pannet t  has spent many years teaching English to pupils with a wide range 
of abilities including special needs as well as leading creative writing workshops for 
children and adults in various parts of the country. She runs an Arts Cafe in East 
Sussex and is involved in working with local writing groups, advising on and leading 
many sessions on poetry appreciation and writing. Two collections of her poetry have 
been published by Oversteps Books  �  Bee Purple and Frost Hollow and her work 
has been widely published in the UK, Europe, Canada and the States as well as on 
line. 
 
A Poet ry South Workshop w ith Brendan Cleary, Mondays fr om 19th 
May (6 w eeks) , 7 Ð 9 pm at  Br ight on Writ ersÕ Cent re 
£66/£60 concs, Friends of THE SOUTH £60/£54 concs 
 
Following on from his previous, highly successful workshops at Brighton Writers’ 
Centre.  Brendan Cleary returns with a course of poetry workshops.  This 6-week 
course is based on Brendan’s no-nonsense, practical approach to help people 
improve their poetry through group discussion and appraisal. Because of Brendan’s 
encouraging approach, this course is ideal for people just starting out writing poetry 
as well as for more experienced poets. The session will include writing exercises and 
discussion of students’ work. 
 
Brendan Cleary is a highly respected poet and teacher. He has published 4 full 
length collections including White Bread and ITV: Selected Poems 1985 – 1990 
(Wide Skirt Press), The Irish Card and Sacrilege (Bloodaxe), and stranger in the 
house (Wrecking Ball Press). Jackson was published by Pighog Press in 2004 and 
Weightless by Tall Lighthouse in 2006.  His latest collection will be launched at 
Poet ry Sout h on Thursday 5th June at the Joogleberry Playhouse, Manchester 
Street 
 
Start ing t he Novel w it h Ant hony Cropper, Sat urday 24t h May, 10 am Ð 
4 pm at  Br ight on Writ ersÕ Cent re 
£34/£32 concs, Friends of THE SOUTH £32/£30 concs 
 



Thinking of starting a novel? Tried before and found yourself getting bogged down?  
Think again.  This class aims to unlock your novel writing potential.  Break your novel 
into fragments, build it piece by piece, construct your novel from memories, 
anecdotes, stories, scenes. Create charismatic characters and learn some techniques 
on how to control description, on how to create meaningful dialogue. Lead the 
reader into the story, let them see and feel the characters you create.  Whether your 
approach is to meticulously plan, or if it is chaotic, disorganised, this is the course for 
you. We will look at how to allow a story to develop and will write about people, 
places, events, and then see how to gradually piece a novel together.  There’s no 
one way to write a novel, this course will help you unlock the way that best suits 
your style. 
 
Ant hony Cropper has published two highly acclaimed novels (Jack and Sal, 
Weatherman) and has co-edited three collections of short stories. In 2005 he won 
the prestigious BBC Alfred Bradley Award for Radio Drama and has written for Radio 
4 (afternoon play). He works full-time as a writer and has worked with many arts 
organisations on experimental text/music CDs and installations. He has held 
residencies in this country and abroad and is an experienced tutor of creative writing. 
He is currently working on his third novel. 
 
For fu r t her det ai ls or  t o sign up fo r  any of t hese w orkshops go t o 
w w w .t hesout h.org.uk or  alt ernat ively i f you have any quest ions get  in 
t ouch.  Call  01273 571700 or  email: nat han@t hesout h.org.uk 
 
 

� THE SOUTH EVENTS 
 
Poet ry Sout h: The Lives of Ghost s, Thursday 1st  May, 7.30 pm at  t he 
Joogleberry Playhouse, Manchest er  St reet  
The Poet ry Sout h Spring Ser ies continues this month with John McCullough 
launching his new collection, The Lives of Ghosts.  The ghosts of this booklet are 
various: faded lovers, council estate legends, spectral cabbies and barmen and lost 
queer figures from English history.  With readings also from Helen Oswald and Janet 
Sutherland; and music from .  Doors 7.30 for 8pm; or make it along for a poetic 
supper from 6pm. Donations of £3 recommended. Full book stall. 
 
An Audience w it h Wendy Cope, Thursday 1st  May, Doors 7.30 fo r  8 pm, 
Main Theat re, St  GeorgeÕs College, Addlest one 
Radio 4’s Poetry Please listeners voted Wendy Cope their No. 1 choice for Poet 
Laureate and it’s easy to see why. Technically superb but highly accessible, an 
evening with Wendy is a real joy and not to be missed. Wendy will read her 
hilariously wry, ironic poetry with a question and answer session to round off, 
followed by a book signing.  £12/£8 concessions & students.  For tickets see: 
www.rfest.co.uk 
 
Write Club, Thursday 8t h May, 7.30 pm, upst airs at  t he Quadrant , Air  St reet  
The new series continues.  Life  Writ ing: What Õs t he Point ?  With Bridget Whelan 
and John O’Donoghue.  Interviews, questions, heated debate, critiques, impromptu 
workshops, readings and open mic.  A chance to network with professionals from the 
industry; with opportunities also for you to get involved.  Doors 7.30 for 8pm.  £3. 
 



Poet ry Sout h: Fest ival Finnish, a Night  of Balt ic Poet ry, Monday 12t h May, 
7.30 pm, upst airs at  t he Quadrant , Air  St reet  
An important opportunity to catch a glimpse of contemporary Baltic poetry, with 
three renowned Finnish writers. Readings from Jouni Inkala, Merja Virolainen and 
Johanna Venho. Introduced by Maria Jastrzebska with John O'Donoghue. With music 
by Katarina Holmberg. Entry: £3. Free for Friends of THE SOUTH.  For a sample of 
some of the poetry to be read, please see our website: www.thesouth.org.uk 
 

� OTHER EVENTS 
 
SPACE (Sout hern Perfo rmance and Creat ive Energies) , Tuesday 6t h May, 
7.30 pm at  t he Joogleberry Playhouse, Manchest er  St reet  
SPACE’s second anniversary event sees Briggy Smale welcoming special guests from 
children's television and journalism – Fraggle Rock co-creator / children’s television 
producer Jocelyn St evenson and popular journalist Jon Ronson. Plus a talk from 
Michael Blake of the Arts and Business organisation, an amazing auction and great 
raffle prizes – with Space cake for all, donated by Choccywoccydoodah. Doors at 7 / 
7:30 start. Joogleberry.  Entry: £7/£5. See www.thespace.me.uk 
 
Short  Fuse, Maypole,Thursday 15t h May, 8.30 pm at  t he Komedia 
“I sing of brooks, of blossoms, birds and bowers.” A special short fiction night for the 
festival celebrating the plenty of May and the season of abundance. Stories, Bar, 
Music. Doors 8.30 pm. £4. (Submissions for reading welcome – between 50 and 
3,000 words.) Contact: shortfusestories@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Hammer & Tongue, May Fest ival Special, Monday 19t h May, Doors 7.30 fo r  
8 pm at  t he Komedia 
With John Hegley and Friends. £10/8 Komedia, 7.30 for 8.00. He's bringing his own 
'singer-songwriter support', and promises a night with a musical bent. 
 
Write-Angle Poet ry, Tuesday 20t h May, 7.30 pm at  t he Square Brew ery, 
Market  Square, Petersfi eld 
An evening of performance poetry, the third Tuesday of Each Month.  With this 
month a guest performer, the 'one of a kind' imaginative and 'highly original' 
Rachel  Pantechnicon, back by 'special demand' as well as their regular open mic and 
music.   For further details see www.petersfieldwriteangle.co.uk 
 
& fo r  ch i ldren and young people: t he Lit t le Green Pig Writ ing Proj ect , 
every Tuesday, Bright on Yout h Cent re, Edw ard St reet  
Got a story to tell?  Come to the Little Green Pig Writing Project to tell some tales, 
pen some poems and share some stories. 4 – 5 pm for Piglets (7 – 11 years). 
5.15 – 6.15 pm for Saddlebacks (12+).  £1 a session.  For more information contact: 
littlegreenpig@yahoo.co.uk or go to www.littlegreenpig.org.uk  
 
 
� OTHER NEWS 
 
Bright on & Hove Cit y Reads 2008  
Join in the three-month city-wide read of Val McDermid’s best-selling crime thriller A 
Place of Execution. From 13 March to 23 May, there’s a huge range of special events, 
workshops, reading groups, and film showings devoted to A Place of Execution and 
crime writing in general. Including an exclusive City Reads visit to Brighton Festival 



by Val McDermid. To join in, simply pick up a copy from Brighton & Hove libraries, 
participating bookshops and book drop points around the city, and start reading. Also 
look out for the special City Reads reader's guide in bookshops and libraries. For 
more info go to www.cityreads.co.uk  
 
Char lest on Fest ival 
This year Charleston has another stellar line up for its 19th Festival. Speakers include 
Salman Rushdie, Catherine O’Flynn, Linda Grant, Christopher Hampton, A.L. 
Kennedy, Patrick Marber, Lorrie Moore, Eileen Atkins, Marina Lewycka, Diana Quick, 
Sam Taylor–Wood and Grayson Perry. The Festival runs from 16th – 25th May in the 
grounds of Charleston Farmhouse, the former rural retreat of the Bloomsbury group 
in East Sussex. Visit www.charleston.org.uk for full details. 
 
Art ist sÕ Book Fair  at  Phoenix Art s Associat ion, Sat urday 24t h May 
As an accompanying event to the Press & Release exhibition at Phoenix Gallery (26 
April – 7 June), the fair will feature a wide range of artists’ books and independent 
publications.  Ranging from limited edition hand made books to low-budget fanzines, 
comics, multiples and ephemera, the event provides artists and small publishers the 
opportunity to promote and sell their work in a lively setting full of artist book fans.  
More information about Phoenix and the exhibition on www.phoenixarts.org or 
please contact Sara Duffy on sara.duffy@phoenixarts.org for an application form 
 
New s fr om Aest het ica Magazine 
The Aesthetica Annual Creative Works Competition will champion new talent in the 
genres of visual arts, photography, poetry and fiction. The competition will accept 
entries of creative writing (poetry & fiction) as well as artwork and photography. 
Each section will have one winner that will receive a prize of £500 and a subscription 
to Aesthetica Magazine. The new Aesthetica Annual will be a book that presents 
winning entries and runners-up in the genres of artwork, poetry and fiction. 
Submission of either five images of artwork, 3 short stories (up to 2000 words each), 
or 5 poems (up to 40 lines each). Entry fee: £10. Entry deadline: 31 August 2008. 
For more information go to www.aestheticamagazine.com/submission_guide.htm 
 

 
If you’d rather not receive this newsletter and updates from THE SOUTH, email us 
and let us know at: takemeoff@thesouth.org.uk 
 


